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Abstract

India has the dubious distinction of having one of the world's highest rates of adult
illiteracy. According to the 2011 Census of India, the overall rate of fiteracy is 73 per
cont. But broaking up the mational average reveals that while the rate of litaracy for men
is 80.9 per cent. for women it is 64.6 per cent. This means that more than one-fourth of
the country's population is still iliterate. And within that figure, nearly one-fifth of males
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are illterate compared with more than one-third of females. That there is a slow rate of
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